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George Cardinal Alencherry
Major Archbishop
Syro-Malabar Church

Prot. No. 1209/2021 18 November 2021

To
The Eparchial and Religious Priests of the Syro-Malabar Church

My dear Brother Priests,

| write this letter in consultation with the Permanent Synod of our
Church. As you know, the revised taksa of our Holy Qurbana and the
uniform mode of celebration are coming into force on 28 November
2021. The taksa of the Holy Qurbana was revised as per the long standing
request before the Synod. So also the uniform mode of celebration was a
pressing demand from the Church through the Fathers of the Synod, the
periodical Major Archiepiscopal Assemblies and an exceptional meeting
of all the Pastoral Council Secretaries of our Church.

It was after detailed discussions that the November Session of the Synod
of Bishops in 1999 arrived at a consensus formula of celebration of the
Holy Qurbana. According to this formula, the first part of the Qurbana
up to Anaphora is to be celebrated facing the faithful, the Anaphora and
the parts up to the Holy Communion facing the Altar, and the concluding
prayers and final blessing again facing the faithful.

Although this unanimous decision was taken in 1999, it could not be
implemented in some of the eparchies for various reasons. Still, the
desire for a uniform mode of celebration was repeatedly expressed in
different forums of the Church, especially by the laity. Therefore, in the
subsequent Sessions of the Synod this matter was discussed and certain
lines of action were taken. From 2000 onwards, it is the uniform mode
of celebration decided by the Synod that is being followed in the Major
Seminaries of our Church, in the diaspora communities and in all the
common celebrations of the Church, irrespective of the place where the
Holy Qurbana was celebrated.

As everybody knows, the disunity in the way of celebration is the root
cause for many other issues and problems that have been coming up
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in our Church. Therefore, unity in the way of celebration of the Holy
Qurbana is an essential requirement for the unity, greater communion,
harmony and peace of our Church. This being the reality, all of us
should cooperate wholeheartedly to implement the uniform mode of
celebration of our Holy Qurbana. Once this is realized, there will be a
healthy flow of cooperation and friendship among all the ministers of
our Church, eparchies and religious communities. Any Bishop or priest
will feel free and all the more encouraged to render his service anywhere
in the Church without any prejudices or preferences. This is the wish also
of the lay faithful in our Church.

| request you therefore, my dear Brother Priests, to implement earnestly
this decision of our Synod, supported strongly by the Congregation for
the Eastern Churches and exhorted by Holy Father Pope Francis. Let us
put aside our personal likes and dislikes and be humble ministers of Christ
and His Church. In this connection, there is no place for a discussion as
if we were introducing the whole Qurbana facing the Altar against the
Qurbana fully facing the faithful. It is a well thought out unity formula
simplistically expressed as 50:50 formula, that the Synod has decided to
be implemented. All the prayers and rites up to the Anaphora and the
concluding prayers with the final blessing are mandated to be celebrated
facing the faithful. At the same time, the Anaphora and the part up to the
communion are mandated to be celebrated by the priest together with
the faithful, facing the Altar. This is the only possible consensus formula
that we can arrive at for the unity of our Church.

Therefore, once again, | request you to accept whole heartedly the mind
of the Church and begin to celebrate the Holy Qurbana following the
uniform mode of celebration from 28 November 2021 onwards.

Yours cordially in Christ,

H_-hg-ﬁ{-tix f’ff.f{u-gjsij

Cardinal George Alencherry
Major Archbishop of the Syro-Malabar Church
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Offline cOurse schedule

2021 December 13,14,15 - Zion Retreat Centre Kunnamthanam
2022 January 7,8,9 - Pastoral Centre Changanaserry
2022 January 18,19,20 - Zion Retreat Centre Kunnamthanam
2022 February 1, 2,3 - Pastoral Centre Changanaserry

Online cOurse schedule

2021 December 3,4,5 - Booking starts on Nov.22 at 11 am
2021 December 10,11,12 - Booking starts on Nov 29 at 11am
2021 December 17,18,19 - Booking starts on Dec.6 at 11am

2021 December 24,25,26 - Booking starts on Dec.13 at 11am
2021 December 31, 2022 Jan.1,2 - Booking starts on Dec. 20 at 11am
2022 January4,5,6 - Booking starts on 2021Dec 24 at 11am
2022 January 21,22,23 - Booking starts on Jan 10 at 11am
2022 January 28,29,30 - Booking starts on Jan 17at 11am

emals) MSOM)AD @B09MV) 5808 ( offline) 2021 December 1
2)®@3 B3oanIVI08 emals aiam)o online a1FlwI@)o VI3
MNDD)  2IPOAADDIEIT).

For Booking: www. familyapostolatechry.com
Mob: 0481-2424476
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Dn Kizhakkethalakkal Antony Dn Kunnath Andrews Dn Puthiyaparambil Thomas
(Tomin) (Sachin) (Aby )

30 December 2021, 9.15 am 30 December 2021, 2.15 pm 31 December 2021, 9.15 am

Holy Family Church, Pullangady ~ Marth Mariam Forane Church, Thuruthy ~ St. Antony’s Church, Paduva

Dn Thondikkakuzhyil Abraham Dn Thattaradyil Varghese Dn Varavukalayil Varghese
(Nygil) (Jissmon) (Justin)
01 January 2022, 9.15 am 01 January 2022, 2.15 pm 03 January 2022, 9.15 am
Lourde Matha Church, St Joseph's Church, St. Sebastian’s Church,

Aruvikuzhy Champakara Kodunattumkunnu

Dn Vettuvelikkalam Luka Dn Puthenpurachirathykalam Xavier

04 January 2022, 9.15 am (Justin)
St. Xavier's church, 04 January 2022, 9.15 am
Veliyanadu St. Xavier's Church, Veliyanadu
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